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assigned to basic training in South Carolina,
Angela was eventually sent to Ft. Sill, Okla-
homa and Ft. Lewis, Washington before her
deployment to Iraq in January 2005.

During her first tour in Irag, Angela earned
the Command Team Coin for Excellence for
her role in missions outside Mosul. Disguised
as a local Iraqi in the full length black dress
and head cover, Angela worked side by side
with her fellow soldiers to conduct the peace
keeping missions so vital to stability in Iraq.

Upon her return from her first tour of duty,
Angela was assigned to Ft. Lewis, where she
was trained as a sniper. She also met her
husband, James Russell Owens, and the two
were married in September of 2006. Both An-
gela and James have since been reassigned
to Irag and are stationed at Camp TQ.

Madam Speaker, it is soldiers like Angela
Marie Cernich Owens who volunteer to protect
the freedoms that all americans hold dear to
their hearts. While brave men and women like
Angela serve in the name of freedom and lib-
erty, her family, friends and loved ones should
know that this Congress will never forget her
sacrifice and commitment.

SENATE ALL-NIGHTER
HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, | am sure we
have all seen the images on the evening news
and in this week’s papers.

Cots laid out in the Capitol's hallways to
provide for an all-night debate on Iraqg. Oh, the
plight of the modern day United States Sen-
ator.

What a decision to make. Sleep on a leath-
er couch in a Capitol hideaway, or bunk up in
the LBJ Room on a turned-down rollaway. We
appreciate these good Senators’ tough sac-
rifice, but how about our troops in the field?

While Senators are trying to get some shut-
eye between rhetorical battles on the Senate
floor, our soldiers are getting no sleep while
dodging real bullets in combat.

Consider one 22-year-old Marine’s comment
to a reporter about life in Irag—“If | get five
minutes to close my eyes, | take it.”

Another Staff Sgt. said “The 45-minute cat-
nap is worth a million bucks. Getting some is
better than none.”

Let the debate go forward, but spare our
troops who are sleeping in the sand and dirt
the indignity of this political theater.

TRIBUTE TO TOM MAYER
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and honor the life of
Boulder County Commissioner Tom Mayer of
Louisville, CO, who passed away on June 22,
2007. He was one of our county’s most com-
passionate advocates in civic affairs and will
be greatly missed by his loved ones, friends
and the community.

Commissioner Tom Mayer was born March
22, 1951. In 1973, overlooking the Hudson
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River and Catskill Mountains, Tom received
his bachelor's degree in physics from Bard
College. He later left his native New York and
New Jersey to pursue a master's degree in at-
mospheric sciences from the University of llli-
nois in 1976. He then spent 26 years as a
software engineer at the National Center for
Atmospheric Research in Boulder, CO.

Though the white-bearded Boulder County
commissioner savored the complexities of a
good wine and a changing weather system, he
held little tolerance for bad government and
static bureaucracy. In 1992, Commissioner
Mayer sought and won a seat on the Louisville
City Council and went on to serve 11 years.
During Tom’s time on City Council he also
served as a representative to the Boulder
County Consortium of Cities, Boulder County
Recycling and Compost Authority, and the
U.S. 36 Major Investment Study.

It was Commissioner Mayer's unwavering
commitment to health and human services,
limiting growth and preservation of open space
that drove him to change Boulder County gov-
ernment as a county commissioner. Tom pas-
sionately served as a commissioner from 2003
until his passing. His other commitments in-
cluded: Boulder County Human Services Co-
ordinating Council, Metro Area County Com-
missioners, Colorado Counties Inc., Colorado
Child Care Assistance Program, State of Colo-
rado Child Welfare Allocation Committee and
the National Association of Counties Health
and Human Service Committee.

We will miss Commissioner Mayer’s style of
leadership defined by his strong social con-
science and overall sense of social justice.
With a big heart and never-ending compassion
he tirelessly fought for the underprivileged.
Tom’s intellect and generosity made him an
admirable servant working for the public good
with the right motivation. Tom helped make
Boulder County a better place for all of us.

If the measure of a life well-lived is the im-
pact that a person has on others, then Tom’s
impact is broad and deep. We all owe him a
debt of gratitude and respect, and | am par-
ticularly indebted to him for his early support
of my work in public service. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating and remem-
bering his life while expressing our deepest
sympathies to his family for their loss.

————

FREE THE ISRAELI SOLDIERS

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today with great concern to recognize the
one year anniversary of the capture of three
Israeli soldiers. Over one year ago, Hezbollah
terrorists infiltrated into Israeli territory and at-
tacked two IDF armored jeeps patrolling the
border with Lebanon, killing three soldiers and
kidnapping two: Eldad Regev, 26, of Kiryat
Motzkin and Ehud (Udi) Goldwasser, 31, of
Nahariya. Weeks earlier, on June 25, Gilad
Shalit, 20, of Hila, was abducted by Hamas in
the Gaza strip.

As an original cosponsor of House Resolu-
tion 107, a resolution which calls for the imme-
diate and unconditional release of these Israeli
soldiers held captive by Hamas and
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Hezbollah, | was extremely pleased that it
passed the House unanimously on March 3th
of March. This critical piece of legislation de-
manded that Hamas release Israeli soldier
Gilad Shalit, and required Hezbollah accept
the mandate of United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1701 to release Israeli soldiers
Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev.

My efforts to assist in the release of these
soldiers began in July 2006 when | wrote to
American Red Cross’ Interim President Jack
McGuire urging the American Red Cross to
apply pressure to the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) to assess the well-
being of these three Israeli soldiers. In that let-
ter, | admonished Hezbollah and Hamas for
continuously failing to accede to basic stand-
ards of humanitarian conduct and denying
competent medical personnel and representa-
tives of the International Committee of the Red
Cross access to the Israeli captives.

Hezbollah’s and Hamas’ blatant disregard
for international law and the malicious uncer-
tainty they have unleashed on the captured
soldiers’ families is simply heartless. This obvi-
ous disrespect for humanitarian law warrants
an international response. Having met with
Karnit Goldwasser, the wife of kidnapped
Israeli soldier Ehud Goldwasser, | am even
more committed to advocate for the plights of
these brave soldiers.

| will continue to intensely oppose terrorist
activities that compromise human life to ad-
vance a drastic agenda. These illegitimate ac-
tions only solidify the United States’ commit-
ment to support Israel as the only true democ-
racy in the Middle East and achieving peace
in the region.

Over the past few years, we have watched
violence in Israel and the Palestinian territories
spiral out of control. Clearly it is time for the
United States to become more actively en-
gaged in the region. While we continue to con-
sume ourselves with our own war against ter-
rorism, we cannot forget that Israel has been
waging its own war against terrorism, as well
as its own fight for democracy, for more than
55 years. Today, | stand with my colleagues in
sending a message to the people of Israel:
The support Israel enjoys from the United
States is stronger today than it has ever been.

| will continue to lend my vigorous support
and unwavering commitment to the welfare
and survival of the State of Israel as a Jewish
and democratic state with secure borders.

We cannot remain silent on this grave issue:
we owe it to these brave soldiers, their fami-
lies, and to ourselves. Silence would only tell
the rest of the world that these actions have
become acceptable. | urge my colleagues to
continue to unequivocally condemn these acts
and pray for the return of these brave soldiers
and peace in the region.

————

HONORING WEEKI WACHEE
SPRINGS ATTRACTION ON ITS
60TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize one
of Florida’s most distinguished natural and cul-
tural treasures. Weeki Wachee Springs will be
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